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activities" often tend to create fear and insecurity among the teaching
staff', the same paper reported on January 23, 1950; so that, as one
school superintendant said: 'Teachers are now afraid to discuss
current issues which might even lead to the bare mention of Russia
in the classroom.'

*A dismal picture of banned textbooks, mutilated courses of study,
intimidated teachers ... was unfolded', the paper wrote on August 21,
1951, about the convention of the far from 'radical' American Federa-
tion of Teachers, whose president spoke of 'an epidemic of vicious,
unwarranted firing of teachers', in some cases with 'the specific charge
of union participation', and 'a tightening of the noose around the neck
of free education'.

On the university level things are even worse: 'A subtle, creeping
paralysis of freedom of thought and speech is attacking college
campuses in many parts of the country, limiting both students and
faculty in the area traditionally reserved for the free exploration of
knowledge and truth ... a narrowing of the area of tolerance in which
students, faculty and administrators feel free to speak, act and think
independently', the New York Times summed up its study of seventy-
two major colleges on May 10 and n, 1951.

'Many members of the college community were wary and felt
varying degrees of inhibition about speaking out on controversial
issues. .. . Such caution, in effect, has made many campuses barren of
the free give-and-take of ideas, [created] a seemingly insoluble problem
for the campus liberal, depleted his ranks and brought to many college
campuses an apathy about current problems that borders almost on
their deliberate exclusion. ... A shying away, both physically and
intellectually, from any association with the words, "liberal", "peace",
"freedom", and from classmates of a liberal stripe.. . .The willingness
of instructors to express their own honest viewpoint has been slowly
ebbing.... A number of the teachers offer qualifying apologies during
their lectures, particularly when they move from the black-and-white
realm of the textbook to analysis and interpretation, saying, "Don't
get me wrong," and "Don't think I'm a Communist'*. . . . [On
one campus] there was an atmosphere, as in most of the country,
which tends to equate criticism with disloyalty and liberalism with
Communism. ...

*In the college placement office, Miss Ruth Houghton, director, said
the word "liberal" was "a poisonous word" to many would-be
employers, who conceived of the "liberal girl" as an "obstructionist"
and "organizer against employer interests". ... At the University of